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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of 


HIGHWORTH 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1954  on 
the  state  of  the  public  health  of  the  District  together  with  the  Report 
of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer. 

Generally  speaking,  with  the  exception  of  an  outbreak  of 
Whooping  Cough,  the  District  remained  free  from  serious  epidemics 
and  the  general  high  standard  of  health  continued.  The  increased 
incidence  of  Whooping  Cough  corresponded  with  the  rise  in  the 
surrounding  areas.  On  the  other  hand,  compared  with  1953,  when 
epidemic  proportions  were  recorded,  the  incidence  of  Measles  fell 
to  a low  level.  No  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified  since 
1945  but  this  does  not  lessen  the  necessity  for  prophylaxis  against 
this  deadly  disease  and  complacency  on  the  part  of  the  public  should 
be  discouraged.  Although  one  fatal  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was 
recorded,  it  did  not  arise  in  this  District,  where  the  patient  was 
brought  for  treatment.  No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  recorded 
and  efforts  towards  improved  standards  of  hygiene,  especially  at 
premises  engaged  in  the  preparation  and  sale  of  food  for  human 
consumption,  were  intensified. 

The  report  of  the  Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer 
briefly  summarises  a large  and  increasing  volume  of  work.  Regarding 
housing,  bad  weather  hampered  building  operations  throughout 
the  year  and,  while  the  number  of  Council  houses  completed  fell 
to  96  compared  with  191  in  1953,  nevertheless,  this  Council  con- 
tinues to  be  in  the  forefront  of  Rural  Authorities  throughout  Eng- 
land and  Wales,  with  a total  of  817  post-war  houses.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  number  of  houses  erected 
by  Private  Enterprise  increased  from  31  to  97  compared  with  1953. 

In  conclusion,  I wish  to  record  my  appreciation  of  the  whole- 
hearted co-operation  and  assistance  from  the  staff  and  also  from 
the  other  Departments  of  your  Council  throughout  the  year. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

R.  S.  McELROY. 


Medical  Officer  oFTTealth. 


July,  1955. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT  STAFF  AS  AT 
31st  December,  1954. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 

R.  S.  McELROY,  M.A.,  M.B.,  B.CH.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H.,  D.T.M.  (also 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Cricklade  & Wootton  Bassett  Rural 
District  Council,  Assistant  County  and  School  Medical  Officer, 
Wiltshire  County  Council). 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Housing  Officer 

A.  G.  Underwood,  cert,  s.i.b.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food  cert., 

CERT.  NAT.  INST.  BUILDERS. 


Additional  Sanitary  Inspectors 

F.  R.  G.  Selwood,  cert.,  r.s.i.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food  cert. 
H.  S.  Cartwright,  cert,  s.i.ej.b.,  m.s.i.a.,  meat  and  food 
CERT.,  A.R.S.I. 

Assistant  Housing  Officers 
L.  Rowland,  a.r.i.p.h.h. 

D.  F.  Walker,  a.i.h.,  a.r.s.i. 

Clerical  Staff 

Miss  S.  E.  Newman— Shorthand  Typist. 

Miss  E.  M.  Pocock — Shorthand  Typist  (1/1/54  to  14/8/54). 

Miss  K.  M.  Foreman — Shorthand  Typist  (from  16/8/54  to 
end  of  year).  Services  shared  with  Cricklade  and  Wootton 
Bassett  Rural  District  Council  and  Wiltshire  County  Council). 


Council  Offices, 

19  Bath  Road, 

Swindon,  Wilts. 

Telephone  Nos.:  Swindon  4847/8/9. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  the  District  (Acres)  ...  ...  ...  48.491 

Number  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Estimated  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  22,520 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  6.063 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £118,104 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  £465 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1954  ...  ...  193 

By  private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

Total  No.  of  houses  owned  or  administered  by  the 

Council  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,735 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Council  ...  817 

No.  of  houses  completed  by  Private  Enterprise  ...  215 

Number  of  Domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main  water 
supply  in  H.R.D.C.  Water  Undertaking  Area  in 
!954  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  180 

Number  of  Domestic  dwellings  connected  to  main  water 
supply  in  Swindon  Borough  Water  Undertaking 
Area  1954  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

167 

173 

340 

Illegitimate 

17 

7 

24 

Total  number  of  live  births  ... 

184 

180 

364 

Live  birth  rate  per  1000  population  (corrected)  ...  17.2 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.2 

Comparability  factor  for  the  District  ...  ...  1.07 


Still  Births. 


Births 

Male 

Female  Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

5 

1 

5 10 

1 

Total  number  of  Still  Births  ... 

6 

5 I 11 

Deaths: 

Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area  ...  ...  197 

Death  rate  per  1000  population  (corrected)  ...  9.13 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  11.3 

Comparability  factor  for  England  and  Wales  ...  1.05 


Infant  Mortality. 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

10 

3 

13 

Illegitimate 

1 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths 

10 

4 

14 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age. 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

6 

2 

1 

8 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths 

6 

3 

9 

Infant  Death  Rate. 

(Number  of  infant  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  per  1000 
live  births) 

Infant  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
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Birth  Rate:  At  17.2  the  rate  shows  a decrease  of  2.06  per  1000 
population  over  the  1953  figure  but  compares  favourably  with  that 
of  15.2  for  England  and  Wales. 

Death  Rate:  This  was  9.13  and  slightly  lower  than  the  previous 
year  and  also  lower  than  the  comparative  figure  of  1 1.3  per  1000 
population  for  England  and  Wales. 

Infant  Mortality  Rate:  The  figure  of  30.8  shows  a marked  increase 
compared  with  that  of  12.56  for  the  previous  year  and  much  higher 
than  the  figure  of  25.5  for  England  and  Wales. 


Causes  of  Death: 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 


Male  Female 
1 1 

2 4 

3 

4 

3 

8 10 

2 

13  14 

11  12 

6 1 

10  13 

4 5 

5 8 

5 3 

2 1 

2 1 

1 

1 1 

2 

5 1 

8 13 

2 1 

3 3 

2 


Total,  all  causes  ..  ...  ...  ...  96  ioi 
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DEATHS  FROM  CANCER  DURING  1954 


Site 

Age 

Lungs 

Stomach 

Breast  ; Other 

Total 

30-40  yrs. 



1 

1 

2 

41-50  yrs. 

— 

— 

2 3 

5 

51-60  yrs. 

— 

1 

2 4 

7 

61-70  yrs. 

— 

2 

7 

9 

71-80  vrs. 

— 

— 

— 6 

6 

81-90  yrs. 

i 

1 4 

6 

Total 

— 

5 

5 | 25 

35 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
during  1954  as  compared  with  1952  and  1953. 


Disease 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Scarlet  Fever 

17 

12 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

122 

55 

128 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

14 

562 

13 

Pneumonia 

7 

26 

7 

Meningococcal  Infection 

3 

3 

1 

Dysentery  ... 

39 

11 

5 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

6 

10 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

i 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

3 

4 

1 

Chickenpox 

— 

1 

— 

Malaria 

— 

2 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

7 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

8 

— 

— 

Undulant  Fever 

Encephalitis  (Infect.) 

1 

1 

TOTAL  

222 

694 

175 

ANALYSIS  UNDER  AGE  GROUPS 

The  distribution  of  cases  in  age  groups  and  Parishes  is  shown  in 
the  following  two  tables : — 


Disease 

Under  1 yr. 

1-5  yrs. 

5-15  yrs. 

15-25  yrs. 

25-45  yrs. 

45-65  yrs. 

Over  65  yrs. 

Age 

Unknown 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

4 

11 

2 

2 

19 

Whooping  Cough 

9 

66 

48 

1 

1 



3 

128 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 





Measles 

1 

10 

1 

1 



13 

Pneumonia  ... 
Meningococcal 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

1 

2 

7 

Infection  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 



1 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia 

— 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Neonatorum 

— 



— 



. 



Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 





- 



- - 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

Enteric  or  Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

__ 

— 







Erysipelas 

— 

— 

1 

- 

— 



1 

Chickenpox 

Malaria 

— 

— 

— 



. 





. 

. 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 





1 

Food  Poisoning 

Undulant  Fever 

Encephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

TOTAL  ... 

10 

84 

62 

6 

3 

4 

1 

5 

175 
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DISTRIBUTION  IN  PARISHES 
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Scarlet  Fever:  19  cases  were  recorded  compared  with  12  and  17 
in  1953  and  1952  respectively;  the  disease  was  of  a mild  nature. 

Whooping  Cough:  128  cases  were  notified  more  than  double  the 
figure  of  55  for  1953  and  approximately  the  same  (122)  for  1952. 

Diphtheria:  No  cases  have  been  notified  since  1945  (4). 

Measles:  Compared  with  1953  when  the  incidence  reached  epidemic 
proportions  (562  cases)  a total  of  only  13  cases  was  recorded; 
as  with  Scarlet  Fever,  the  disease  was  of  a mild  nature  with 
few  complications. 

Pneumonia:  Only  7 cases  were  listed  compared  with  26  for  1953. 

Dysentery:  Only  5 cases  were  recorded  compared  with  11  in  1953. 

Smallpox:  No  suspected  or  confirmed  cases  were  investigated. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fevers:  No  cases  were  recorded. 

Poliomyelitis:  Only  one  case  (Paralytic)  was  notified  compared  with 
7 in  1953.  This  was  a member  of  the  United  States  Air  Force 
and  unfortunately  was  fatal. 

Food  Poisoning:  No  cases  were  recorded. 


TUBERCULOSIS 
New  Cases 


Year 

No.  of  cases 

1954  

32 

1953 

61 

1952 

32 

1951 

29 

13 


Distribution  of  new  cases  and  deaths  according  to  age  and  sex 
is  as  follows : — 


Age 

New 

cases 

Male 

Male 

Deaths 

New 

cases 

Female 

Female 

Deaths 

Total 

New 

cases  1 Deaths 

Under  1 yr.  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1-5  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5-15  yrs. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

15-25  yrs 

7 

— 

3 

— 

10 

— 

25-35  yrs 

5 

1 

5 

— 

10 

1 

35-45  yrs. 

7 

— 

1 

— 

8 

— 

45-55  yrs. 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

55-65  yrs. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Age  unknown 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

23 

1 

9 

1 

32 

2 

Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 

These  cases  were  classified  as  follows: 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  re-housing  is 
considered  urgent  for  the  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desirable 
in  order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient's  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  improved  housing  would  be  bene- 
ficial but  is  not  an  urgent  matter. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the 

year. 


Type  of  Case 

No.  cases 
referred 

No.  cases 
rehoused 

Certificate  No.  1 

— 

— 

Certificate  No.  2 

1 

1 

Certificate  No.  3 

— 

TOTAL 

1 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948. 

Section  47,  Removal  to  Suitable  Premises  of  Persons 
in  need  of  Care  and  attention. 

No  cases  had  to  be  investigated  during  the  year. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

Immunisation  is  carried  out  by  General  Practitioners  and 
County  Council  Medical  Officers  and  the  following  table  gives  details 
for  the  year  under  review: — 


Age  Groups 

Under 

1 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5-9 

Total 
10-14  under 

15 

Primary  imms. 
completed 
during  1954  ... 

143 

100 

18 

4 

3 

34 

3 

305 

Reinf.  injs. 
administered 
during  1954  ... 

1 

15 

151 

137 

304 

Total  immun- 
ised child  popu- 
lation at  31st 
Dec.,  1954 

25 

178 

217 

212 

*264 
195  |1207 

*720 

1 793  3811 

* Not  immunised  since  21/12/49. 
t Immunised  since  31/12/49. 


Compared  with  1953  the  number  of  primary  immunisations 
increased  from  266  to  305.  Similarly,  the  number  of  re-inforcing 
injections  administered  increased  from  266  to  304.  Also,  the  total 
immunised  child  population  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  3811  com- 
pared with  3729. 


VACCINATION 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2-4  5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations 

121 

6 

7 3 

8 

Re-Vaccinations 

— 

14 

26 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities 

Swindon  Area  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  District. 

Hospital  Facilities 

These  are  the  responsibility  of  the  Oxford  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

The  main  general  hospitals  are  situated  at  Stratton  St. 
Margaret  and  Swindon,  which  also  provide  accommodation  for 
maternity  cases  in  a separate  institution. 

Infectious  diseases  are  admitted  to  the  Area  Isolation  Hospital, 
Swindon;  the  nearest  Smallpox  Hospital  is  located  at  Reading. 
Cases  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  are  admitted  to 
Elm  Court,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

Other  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  following  services  operating  in  the 
District  are  made  by  the  County  Health  Committee: — 

Care  of  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  and  young  children; 
Domiciliary  Midwifery; 

Health  Visiting; 

Home  Nursing; 

Vaccination  and  immunisation; 

Ambulances  and  ambulance  cars; 

Domestic  helps; 

Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
for  the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  health 
education; 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 

SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  AND 
HOUSING  OFFICER 


To  The  ChairniaH  and  Members  of  The 

HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  10th  Annual  Report  to  the 
Council  detailing  the  work  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  during  the  year  1954. 

The  report  will  show  the  efforts  made  to  keep  abreast  of  the 
work  involved  due  to  the  new  Acts  and  Regulations  which  have 
become  law  during  the  year.  The  need  for  increase  in  staff  in  the 
department  has  become  more  apparent,  due  to  the  concentration  on 
the  inspection  required  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Acts 
1936/1954. 

Once  again  I would  like  to  record  my  thanks  for  the  help  and 
support  of  the  Chairman,  members  of  the  Council  and  the  Public 
Health  and  Housing  Committees  in  all  matters  connected  with  the 
department  for  it  is  only  by  this  team  spirit  that  the  machine  of 
Local  Government  can  run  smoothly.  I would  finally  like  to  take 
this  opportunity  to  thank  the  Officers  and  Staffs  of  the  Councils  and 
other  departments  for  their  continued  help  and  assistance  over  the 
year. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  UNDERWOOD. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer. 


July,  1955. 
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SECTION  ONE. 


NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF 
INSPECTIONS  CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1954 


Year 


Sanitation. 

1954 

1955 

1. 

Disinfestation 

11 

59 

2. 

Drainage  and  Sewerage 

...  461 

410 

3. 

Factories  Act  1937 

...  228 

74 

4. 

Interviews  with  Owners  and  Builders 

...  270 

337 

5. 

Keeping  of  Animals 

48 

19 

6. 

Knackers’  Yards 

56 

12 

7. 

Offensive  Trades 

12 

7 

8. 

Outworkers 

8 

18 

9. 

Petroleum  Consolidation  Acts 

65 

74 

10. 

Public  Cleansing 

...  299 

410 

11. 

Rag  Flock  Act  1951 

11 

2 

12. 

Rivers,  Pollution,  etc. 

63 

71 

13. 

Rodent  Control 

523 

472 

14. 

Schools 

16 

18 

15. 

Shops  Act 

39 

18 

16. 

Verminous  Persons  and  Dirty  Premises 

62 

11 

17. 

Water  Samples  taken 

110 

108 

18. 

Water  Supplies 

...  243 

131 

19.  Improvement  Grants 

Inspection  of  Food  and  Food  Premises. 

93 

1. 

Meat  Inspection 

...  246 

476 

2. 

Bakehouses 

44 

8 

3^ 

Butchers'  Shops 

41 

39 

4. 

Cafes  and  Restaurants 

35 

6 

5. 

Icecream  Production 

51 

5 

6. 

Licensed  Premises  (public  houses) 

53 

5 

7. 

Other  Food  Premises 

181 

31 

8. 

Preserved  food  premises 

24 

11 

9. 

Visits  re:  Sampling  milk 

132 

130 

10. 

Visits  re:  Retail  Dairies 

35 

18 

18 


Housing  Inspections. 

1.  Housing  Inspections:  Public  Health  Act 

231 

297 

2. 

Housing  Act 

169 

247 

3! 

„ Rural  Housing  Survey  ... 

77 

200 

4. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

423 

292 

5. 

Visits  re:  Council  house  applications 

224 

157 

6. 

Requisitioned  property 

19 

24 

7. 

Applications  re:  Civil  Building  Licences 

20 

— 

8. 

Miscellaneous  Council  House  visits 

2090 

594 

9. 

Housing  Repairs  & Rents  Act  1954  Survey  ... 

— 

2022 

Infectious  Diseases. 

1.  Disinfection 

3 

80 

2.  Visits  and  enquiries 

30 

76 

3.  Miscellaneous  Unspecified 

...  338 

11 

6991 

7073 
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WATER  SUPPLY  GENERALLY 


The  quantity  of  water  used  daily  has  again  increased  over 
the  quantity  used  in  1953.  The  consumption  for  the  area  supplied 
by  the  Council  was  154.000  gallons  per  day  in  1947.  In  June  1954 
the  consumption  over  the  same  area  was  332.000  gallons  per  day. 
189,000  gallons  was  used  for  domestic  purposes  and  143,000  gallons 
was  used  for  trade,  which  includes  farm  premises  and  Vickers 
Armstrongs  Limited.  There  is  every  indication  that  these  figures 
will  increase  in  future  years. 

Many  years  ago  the  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  adjoining 
Rural  Authority  instructed  Mr.  Arnold  Waters  to  prepare  a com- 
prehensive scheme  for  supplying  the  whole  of  the  Cricklade  and 
Wootton  Bassett  Area  and  the  Northern  area  of  Highworth,  with 
water  from  Ashton  Keynes.  This  scheme  has  now  been  abandoned. 
Negotiations  were  opened  and  agreement  reached  whereby  the 
Council  have  undertaken  to  take  a supply  in  bulk  from  the  Swindon 
Corporation,  but  owing  to  the  lack  of  pressure  in  the 
Northern  area,  it  is  proposed  to  install  Booster  Pumps  to  give  im- 
proved conditions.  A scheme  is  being  prepared  at  the  present  time 
by  the  Council’s  consultant,  Mr.  A.  Waters  for  this  work  to  be  carried 
out.  Temporary  arrangements  have  been  carried  out  to  boost  the 
water  to  enable  the  properties  at  the  top  of  Blunsdon  Hill,  to  obtain 
a constant  supply. 

During  the  year  main  water  was  made  available  to  the  Hamlet 
of  Sevenhampton  in  the  Parish  of  Highworth. 

The  Surveyor  has  been  given  instructions  to  prepare  a scheme 
for  the  extension  of  the  water  main  from  a point  near  Manor 
Cottages,  South  Marston,  to  the  properties  in  Acorn  Bridge  area 
on  the  Shrivenham  Road  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be 
carried  out  during  the  coming  year. 

The  water  main  from  Wanborough  to  Little  Hinton  in  the 
Parish  of  Bishopstone  was  connected  to  the  main  at  the  bottom 
of  Callis  Hill,  Wanborough,  by  laying  approximately  114  yds.  of 
3 inch  diameter  main,  giving  a better  supply  to  the  properties  on 
route. 

The  water  main  has  been  extended  along  Shrivenham  Road. 
Highworth  to  enable  a supply  of  mains  water  to  be  taken  by  the 
new  school  under  construction. 
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The  main  has  been  extended  in  High  Street,  Blunsdon  to  a 
Housing  Estate  where  the  Council  are  building  21  traditional  houses 
and  at  Castle  View  Road,  Chisledon  where  the  Council  are  erecting 
51  new  traditional  houses. 

A branch  main  has  been  laid  from  the  Priors  Hill  main  at 
Wroughton  to  give  a supply  to  Snaps  Close  where  private  develop- 
ment is  taking  place. 

During  the  year  the  supplies  have  been  well  maintained  without 
any  major  interruptions. 


WATER  CONNECTIONS  IN  1954. 

For  Domestic  Purposes  (Private)  ...  ...  81 

For  Domestic  Purposes  (Council  Houses)  ...  85 

For  Trade  Purposes  (Metered)  ...  ...  14 
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WATER  SUPPLIES  AND  SAMPLING. 

Number  of  Public  Supplies  in  the  District  ...  5 

Number  of  Private  Supplies  in  the  District  ...  5 


Public  Supplies. 


The  39  samples  of  water  submitted  for  Bacteriological  exam- 
ination from  the  Public  Supplies  which  are  all  Chlorinated  show 
the  water  to  be  highly  satisfactory  from  all  sources,  and  none  of  the 
waters  are  liable  to  Plumbo-solvent  action.  The  supplies  of  the 
water  at  source  are  as  follows: — 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 


Ashton  Keynes,  Borehole 

Gadbourne,  Markham 
Bottom  Supply 
Ogbourne  St.  George 
Supply 

Ham  Road  Supply 
Latton  Supply 


Cricklade  Wootton 
Bassett  R.D.C. 

Highworth  R.D.C. 

Swindon  Corporation 
Highworth  R.D.C. 
Swindon  Corporation 


Bacteriological  Examination 

Number  of  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  39 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  Nil 
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Private  Supplies. 

Number  of  Private  Supplies  ...  ...  5 

None  of  the  Private  Supplies  are  Chlorinated  and  none  of  the 
waters  are  liable  to  Plunrbo-solvent  action.  The  20  samples  taken 
and  submitted  for  examination  show  that  the  supplies  from  Bishop- 
stone  and  Hodson,  Chisledon  are  satisfactory  but  the  results  from 
Foxhill.  Wanborough  and  Saltrop/Bassett  Down  Wroughton,  are 
unsatisfactory  • In  both  areas  it  would  be  costly  to  extend  the  Coun- 
cil’s mains  to  these  areas  and  the  necessary  advice  as  to  chlorina- 
tion of  the  supplies  has  been  given  to  the  estate  owners  concerned. 
In  the  case  of  Sevenhampton,  Highworth,  this  was  discontinued 
during  the  year  and  a main  supply  provided. 


Bacteriological  Examination. 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  20 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  10 


Individual  Supplies. 

Individual  supplies  are  taken  as  often  as  requested  or  where 
inspection  shows  a well  supply  and  mains  are  available  and  could 
be  provided.  It  is  hoped  that  with  more  staff  in  1955  a greater  effort 
can  be  made  with  this  work  so  that  all  houses  with  a main  supply 
available  can  be  connected. 


Individual  Supplies. 

Number  of  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  14 

Number  of  samples  unsatisfactory  ...  ...  12 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  for  all  purposes  ...  73 

Number  of  samples  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  ...  22 


New  Water  Connections  Made  During  1954. 

Total  number  of  connections  made  by  Highworth 

R.D.C.  ...  ...  ...  •••  180 

Total  number  of  connections  made  by  Swindon 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  •••  43 
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Action  taken  under  Public  Health  Act  1936 
See  138  Water  Act  1945  Sec.  30. 


Due  to  failure  of  samples  where  main  supplies  were  available 
action  was  taken  under  the  above  provisions  as  follows: — 
Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  during  the  year  ...  8 

Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  complied  with  during 

the  year  (including  carry  over  from  1953)  ...  13 

Number  of  connections  made  due  to  informal  action  9 
The  details  of  Notices  complied  with  are  as  follows: — 

4,  Highworth  Road,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

20,  St.  Philips  Road, 

21 

1 9 99  99  99  ,,  ,,  ,, 

23 

99  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  f, 

24 

' ” ” »»  99  99  „ 

25 

1,  Swindon  Road, 

3 

’ „ ” » ».  „ 

8,  Church  Walk, 

10  ” ” 

,Y 

4,  Manor  Cottage,  South  Marston. 

16,  Dores  Road,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 


RESULT  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF 
WATER  SUPPLIES 

14,  ADDISON  CRESCENT,  UPPER  STRATTON. 

Appearance:  Very  cloudy.  Marked  Yellowish  brown  colour 
No  sediment. 


Reaction:  pH  7.3. 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia 
Albuminoid  Ammonia 
Chlorine  (as  chlorides) 

Chlorine  equivalent  to  Sodium 
Oxygen  absorbed  (4  hours) 
Nitrite 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrate  and  Nitrite 
Total  solids 
Loss  on  Ignition 
Appearance  on  Ignition 
Hardness: 

Temporary 

Permanent 

Total 

Sulphides 


Pans  per  Million 
Less  than  .01 

0.04 

27 

Chloride  ...  44 

0.06 

...  Slight  Reaction 

0.7 

385 

70 

• • • Slight  Charring 

275 

13 


288 

Absent  on  receipt 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  MONTHLY 


Public  Supplies. 


JAN. 

FEB. 

MAR. 

APR. 

MAY 

JUNE 

Parish 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

B'stone 

I 

— 

1 - i 

— 

1 - 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 1 

1 1 

1 

Blunsdon 

| 

— 

— 

1 — 

- 

- 

1 

1 - 1 

I 1 

1 

C.  Eaton 

1 

— 

I | 

— 

1 - 

- 

- 

1 

1 — i 

I 1 

1 

Chisledon 

| 

— 

, | 

1 

| — 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 1 

1 1 

( 

Hannington 

I 

— 

1 1 

— 

| — 

— 

- 

1 

i — i 

1 1 

1 

H.  Wick 

| 



1 1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i — i 

1 1 

1 

Highworth 

| 



1 1 

— 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

i - 1 

— 1 — 1 



Inglesham 

| 

— 

1 1 

— 

j — 

— 

1 - 

i - 1 

| 1 

1 

Liddington 

| 

— 

1 | 

1 

| — 

- 

— 

- 

1 — 1 

| i 

— 

S.  Marston 

| 

— 

1 I 

1 

| — 

— 

— 

— 

— 1 — ! 

— 

S.  F'warren 

I 



1 1 

— 

| 

— 

— 

1 1 

1 — 1 

— i — 1 

1 "" ” 

Stratton 

1 

— 

1 — 1 

1 

| — 

— 

— 

1 

i - i 

1 1 - i 

Wanboro’ 

| 

— 

1 1 

1 

| — 

— 

- 

- 

1 — i 

Wroughton 

1 

— 

1 — 1 

— 

| — 

1 — 

- 

I - 

i — i 

— i i 

1 

Private  Supplies. 

B'stone  | — | — 1 1 

| | | — | — | — | — | — 1 — . 

Chisledon  | — | — 1 — 

1 | | | | | 1 1 . 

Highworth  | — | — 1 — 

Wanboro’  | — | — 1 1 

Wroughton  | — | — | — 

Individual  Supplies. 


Blunsdon 

| | 

I 1 

1 

1 

— 1 — 

1 - 

| — 

— 

C.  Eaton 

— 1 — 1 — 

— 1 — 1 

— | 

— 1 

1 

| 

Chisledon 

I 1 1 

— 1 — 1 

— | 

1 

1 

— • 

Highworth 

| | — | 

— 1 — 1 

— j 

— | 

1 

| 

Stratton 

1 1 1 

-IM 

— | 

1 | 

_ 3 | — 

— 

Wroughton 

1 — 1 — 1 — 

1 

| 

- 1 ~ 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 

DETAILS  OF  SAMPLES  TAKEN  MONTHLY 

{CONTINUED) 


Public  Supplies. 


JULY 

AUG. 

SEP. 

OCT. 

NOV. 

DEC.  TOTAL 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat. 

Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat. 

Sat.  Unsat.  Sat.  Unsat. 

- 1 - 

— 

1 1 - 1 

1 1 

- 1 - 1 1 1 - 

1 

1 - 

— 1 — 

- 1 

i i 

- 1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 2 | - 

1 

1 ~ 

- 1 - 1 

- 1 

1 1 

- 1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 2 | - 

1 

| — 

1 1 

1 

1 

1 

1 1 - 1 

1 1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 5 | - 

1 

- 1 - 

1 

- 1 

1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 2 | - 

1 

1 

- 1 - 

- 

1 i 

1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 2 | - 

— 

| — 

- 1 - 1 

1 

— ] 

— 1 — 1 

— I — 1 

3 | - | 5 | - 

- 1 - 

-l-l-l-l-l-i-l-l-l-l-l- 

- 1 - 

— 

j — 

— 1 — 

1 

— | 

| 

— — | 

1 1 - 1 3 | - 

1 

- 1 - 1 

1 

- 1 

1 1 

— | — | 2 | — 

1 1 — 

— 1 — 

1 

- 1 

1 1 - 1 

— 1 — 1 

1 | - | 7 i - 

1 

| — 

— 1 — 

— 

- 1 

— 1 — 1 

1 1 - 1 

- 1 - 1 3 | - 

1 

| — 

— | — 

— 

- 1 

1 1 - 1 

2 I - | 

- | - | 4 | - 

Totals  39 

39  Nil 

Private  Supplies. 


| 

I ~ 

-l-l-l-l-l  1 1 

1 - 

1 ~ 

2 

1 — 

1 1 - 

1 - 

-T-  1 - 1 - 1 - 1 1! 

— 

| — 

| — 

2 

1 - 

-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l-l- 

i i - 

— — 1 — 1 — 1 — ! 2 1 

2 

j — 

1 - 

4 

l 2 

— — 

| — 

— 1 — | — | — | 2 | 2 | 

6 

| — 

| — 

2 

1 8 

Totals  20 

10 

10 

Individual  Supplies. 


l-l-l-l-l-l-l-i-l-l-l  2 

— 1 2 

- I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I-I  1 1 - I - 

— 1 1 

- 1 

- 1 - 

- I - 

- 1 - 

- 1 

1 i 

- 1 - 

— 1 2 

- 1 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 

- 1 

- 1 

- 1 - 1 

— 1 2 

— 1 2 

- 1 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 1 - 

- 1 - 

- 1 

1 1 

— 1 - 

2 I 4 

- i 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 

- 1 - 

1 1 

— 1 — 1 

- 1 - 

Totals 

14 

2 12 
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STREAMS 

Report  on  samples  of  water  from  Streams  submitted  for 
Bacteriological  Examination. 


Parish 

Where  Taken 

Result 

Action  Taken 

Chisledon 

20  vds.  from  inlet  to 

(Coate 

Coate  Water 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Water 

10  yds.  Upstream  from 

Feeder 

Stream) 

Bridge  at  Hodson 

3 Fields  Lower  Down 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

from  Chisledon  Sew- 
age Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Immediately  below 

Bridge  at  Chisledon 
Sewage  Works. 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Effluent  from  9"  Pipe 

near  Bottom  Corner 
of  Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Effluent  from  Main  out- 

fall  to  Sewage  Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Feeder  Stream  from 

Hodson 

Stream  below  Cottage 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

situated  above  Sew- 
age Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Outlet  Pipe  from 

R.A.F.  Hospital, 
Wroughton 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

3 Fields  Lower  Down 

Stream  from  Chisle- 
don Sewage  Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Immediately  below 

Bridge  at  Chisledon 
Sewage  Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Effluent  from  9"  Pipe 

near  Bottom  Corner 
of  Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Report  to  Committee 

Effluent  from  Main 

outfall  to  Sewage 
Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to  Committee 

Feeder  Stream  from 

Hodson  above  Sew- 
age Works 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to  Committee 

Above  Sewage  Works 
near  house 

10  yds.  Upstream  from 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to  Committee 

Reported  to  Committee 

Bridge  at  Hodson 

20  yds.  Upstream  from 

Unsatisfactory 

entrance  to  Coate 
Water 

Unsatisfactory 

Reported  to  Committee 
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DETAILS  OF  PARISHES  IN  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  WITH  NUMBER  OF 
HOUSES  AND  POPULATION  SUPPLIED  WITH  MAINS  WATER  INTO  HOUSES,  OR 

FROM  STANDPIPES 

(These  figures  relate  to  public  water  mains  only  and  do  not  include  private  water  supplies  at  Cbisledoo  and  Bisbopstone). 
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MILK  TESTS  CARRIED  OUT  IN  1954. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  1954  — 144 

Details  are  as  follows:— 


Category 

Methylene  Blue 

Test 

3iological  examination 

Samples 

taken 

No. 

Passed 

No. 

Failed 

Samples 

submitted 

Free  of 
infection 

Positive 

T.B. 

Tuberculin  Tested 

39 

28 

11 

11 

11 

— 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

29 

20 

9 

13 

13 

— 

Pasteurised 

12 

12 

Nil 

4 

4 

— 

Ungraded 

24 

14 

10 

12 

12 

— 

Totals 

104 

74 

30 

40 

40 

— 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949 

Number  of  Dairies  Registered  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  12 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  ...  ...  15 

Number  of  visits  re  sampling,  failures  and  visits  to 

dairies  ...  ...  •••  148 


Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Pasteurised  & Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations  1949,  and  Milk  (Special  Designations)  (Raw  Milk) 


Regulations  1949 

Number  of  T.T.  Dealers  (licensed)  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Pasteurised  Dealers  Licensed  ...  6 

Number  of  Supplementary  T.T.  Dealers  licensed  6 

Number  of  Supplementary  Past.  Dealers  licensed  6 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


The  scheme  for  the  construction  of  a new  sewage  works  at 
Highworth  has  been  out  to  tender  and  the  lowest  tender  accepted 
subject  to  approval  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government.  If  early  approval  is  received,  the  work  should  be  well 
in  hand  by  the  end  of  the  coming  year. 

During  the  year  tenders  were  obtained  for  the  first  section 
of  the  drainage  of  Stratton  St.  Margaret  where  the  existing  sewers 
are  of  insufficient  size  to  deal  with  the  present  flow  due  to  develop- 
ment taking  place,  and  the  need  to  abandon  the  present  works 
and  to  connect  with  the  new  central  interceptor  sewer  recently  laid 
by  the  Swindon  Corporation.  The  lowest  tender  was  accepted  by 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  but  the  starting 
date  was  deferred  until  January  1st,  1955. 

A scheme  was  prepared  in  1953  for  the  sewering  of  Blunsdon 
together  with  Sewage  Disposal  Works,  as  there  are  no  sewers 
or  works  at  present.  The  scheme  was  approved  in  principle  during 
the  year,  but  authority  to  go  to  tender  is  still  awaited. 

Approval  has  been  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local 
Government  to  the  extension  of  the  Chisledon  Sewage  Works 
together  with  the  laying  of  a seven  inch  sewer  in  Draycott  Road 
with  Pumping  Station  and  rising  main.  These  works  were  well  in 
hand  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  Sewage  Disposal  Plant  and  sewers  at  Hannington,  work 
on  which  was  commenced  during  the  past  year,  were  completed 
during  the  year. 


Public  Conveniences. 

Two  Public  Conveniences  have  been  erected,  one  at  Stratton 
St.  Margaret,  the  other  at  Highworth. 


DRAINAGE  WORKS 

Supervised  by  the  Public  Health  Department  in  1954 


New 

Parish 

drainage 

W.Cs. 

Bathroom 

provided 

installed 

installed 

Bishopstone 



_ 

Blunsdon 

— 

— 



Castle  Eaton 

— 





Chisledon 

— 





Hannington 

— 

— 

— 

Haydon  Wick 

— 

— 

— 

Highworth  

1 

1 

1 

Inglesham 

— 

— 

— 

Liddington 

— 

— 

South  Marston 

— 

— 

— 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

— 

— 

— 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

5 

6 

1 

Wanborough 

2 

2 

1 

Wroughton 

2 

4 

3 

Total  

10 

13 

6 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936  SECTION  269 
MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CARAVAN  SITES 

Number  of  licences  issued  during  the  year 

(individual)  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Number  of  licences  refused  on  Public  Health  grounds  Nil 
Number  of  site  licences  refused  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  site  licences  issued  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  individual  Caravan  licences  in  force 

December  1954  ...  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  site  licences  in  force  December  1954  3 

Number  of  Caravans  on  Sites  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  Caravans  without  licences  and  referred 

to  Town  and  Country  Planning  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  visits  paid  (including  visits  to  casual 

campers)  ...  ...  292 
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TOTAL  NUMBER  OF  CARAVANS  LICENSED 
INCLUDING  THOSE  ON  SITES. 


Parish 

1953 

1954 

Parish 

1953  | 1954 

Blunsdon 

39 

45 

Stratton 

15  17 

Chisledon 

— 

1 

South 

Marston 

1 2 

High  worth 

3 

3 

Wanborough 

2 2 

lnglesham 

10 

10 

Wroughton 

5 7 

Liddington 

— 

1 

Totals 

75  1 88 

1949 

...  Total  . 

. 21 

1950 

...  Total  . 

46 

1951 

...  Total  . 

. 67 

1952 

...  Total  . 

. 79 

1953 

...  Total  . 

. 75 

1954 

...  Total 

88 

FACTORIES  ACT  1937 
List  of  Factories  in  the  District 

Aero  Manufacturers  and  Repairs  ...  ...  3 

Agricultural  Crop  Dryers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Animal  Residuals  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  11 

Brewing  and  Mineral  Waters  ...  ...  3 

Brickmaking  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bacon  Curing  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Blacksmiths  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Boot  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Concrete  Block  Making  ...  ...  ...  1 

Clock  Assembly  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Electronics  ...  ...  ...  ...  l 

Engineering  Including  Motor  Vehicle  Repairs  ...  28 

Food  Canning  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Founders  and  Welders  ...  ...  ...  l 

Gut  Scraper  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Joinery,  Woodwork,  Wheelwrights,  Undertaking  etc.  22 
Letter  File  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Laundry  ...  ....  ...  ...  \ 

Mat  and  Rug  Manufacturer  ...  ...  ...  l 

Metal  Sorting  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pig  Food  Processer  ...  ...  ...  1 

Radio  Television  Repairs  ...  ...  ...  1 

Saddlers  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Sausage  Making  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Tailoring  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Upholstering  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


TOTAL  103 
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OUTWORKERS. 


During  the  year  14  Outworkers  were  notified  and  the  home 
conditions  were  inspected  in  each  case.  The  homework  carried 
out  was  Glovemaking,  Clothing  and  Letter  File  Making.  The 
conditions  in  all  homes  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  INVESTIGATIONS 

The  number  of  investigations  carried  out  in  connection  with 
infectious  diseases  remained  low  again  in  1954. 

Altogether  20  cases  were  investigated  compared  with  20  in 
1953,  in  addition  to  which  a number  of  contacts  of  infectious 
disease  from  other  districts  were  interviewed. 

The  table  below  will  give  the  diseases  in  Parish  Order. 


Parish 

1954 

1953 

Bishopstone 

Nil 

Nil 

Blunsdon 

1 Dvsenterv 

Nil 

Castle  Eaton 

Nil 

Nil 

Chisledon 

10  Scarlet  Fever 

2 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Meningitis 

1 Poliomyelitis 

1 Dssenterv 

Hannington 

Nil 

Nil 

Havdon  Wick  ... 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Highworth 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Dysentery 

2 Scarlet  Fever 

Inglesham 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

Nil 

Liddington 

Nil 

Nil 

South  Marston 

Nil 

Nil 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

Nil 

Nil 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

1 Scarlet  Fever 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

1 Poliomyelitis 

Wanborough 

Nil 

Nil 

Wroughton 

4 Scarlet  Fever 

3 Scarlet  Fever 

5 Dysentery 

TOTALS 

20  Cases 

20  Cases 
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INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 

The  following  improvements  have  been  carried  out  during 
the  year: 

Bishopstone 

Bishopstone  School  redecorated  throughout,  and  new  elsan 
closets,  two  each  for  boys  and  girls  provided,  in  addition  the  struc- 
tural alterations  to  the  closets.  This  is  a great  improvement. 


Castle  Eaton 

Minor  defects  have  been  remedied,  and  ceilings  and  walls 
redecorated  at  Castle  Eaton  School. 


Wroughton 

The  only  improvement  at  Wroughton  Primary  School  Annexe 
has  been  the  construction  of  a new  elsan  closet  for  male  teachers, 
and  the  one  formerly  used  by  the  male  teachers  given  over  to  the 
boys. 


Chisledon 

A great  improvement  was  effected  at  the  Chisledon  Infants 
School  by  the  removal  of  a portion  of  the  bank  near  the  entrance 
steps  and  the  provision  of  a barrier  and  footpath  at  the  front  of  the 
School. 


SHOPS  ACT  1950 

The  number  of  shops  other  than  food  shops  in  the  area  is  31, 
and  most  of  them  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  for  likely 
contraventions  of  the  Act  and  a few  minor  defects  were  noted  and 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  owners. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
Section  50. 

Arrangements  were  made  for  the  burials  of  3 persons  during 
the  year  under  the  above  Act. 
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PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACTS  1928  AND  1936 

Below  will  be  found  a table  giving  particulars  in  Parish  order 
ot  the  number  of  licences  granted,  the  quantity  stored  and  the 
number  of  filling  stations  and  private  stores  within  the  district. 


Parish 

Number  of  Licences 

Quantity 

Stored 

1 Gals. 

Total 

Stored 

Gals. 

Bishopstone  

5 Private  Stores 

3500 

3500 

Blunsdon  

1 Pilling  Station 

2 Private  Stores 

3000 

75f 

3750 

Castle  Eaton  ... 

I Private  Store 

500 

500 

Chisledon 

3 Pilling  Stations 

4 Private  Stores 

8000 

1250 

9250 

Haydon  Wick 

1 Private  Store 

500 

500 

Highworth 

2 Pilling  Stations 

3100 

7200 

Liddington 

1 1 Private  Stores 

4100 

2 Private  Stores 

750 

750 

25000 

South  Marston 

1 Filling  Station 

3 Private  Stores 

2500 

22500 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

8 Filling  Stations 

11300 

21000 

Wanborough  

11  Private  Stores 

9700 

2 Filling  Stations 

5 Private  Stores 

1800 

3750 

5550 

Wroughton 

2 Filling  Stations 

3500 

7250 

7 Private  Stores 

3750 

TOTALS  | 

71  Licences 

84250 

84250 

Total  quantity  in  gallons  licenced  for  Filling  Stations  33,200 
Total  quantity  in  gallons  licenced  for  Private  Users  51,050 

Grand  Total  of  quantity  Licenced  ...  84  250 


Number  of  Licences  in  respect  of  Filling  Stations 
Number  of  Licences  in  respect  of  Private  Stores 

Total  number  of  licences  issued 

Number  of  Inspections  during  1954 


CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 

Chisledon  1 Private  Store  1 Ton. 

Total  number  of  licences  issued  — 1 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  AMENDMENT  ACT  1907 
REGISTRATION  OF  OLD  METAL  AND 
MARINE  STORE  DEALERS 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  86  Public  Health  Amendment 
Act  1907,  7 persons  or  companies  were  registered  during  the  year 
as  Dealers  in  Old  Metal. 


The  total  number  of  persons  and  companies  now  registered 
within  the  district  is  14  and  below  will  be  found  a list  of  names  with 
the  situation  of  their  place  of  business. 


Date  of 
registration 

Name  and  Address 

Business  Address 

Permanent  or 
Non-Permanent 

20/4/53 

N.  Loveridge,  The  Green  Garage, 

The  Green  Garage,  Swindon  Road, 

Swindon  Road,  Stratton  Stratton 

Permanent 

2/5/53 

L.  Bibby, 

The  Paddock, 

Ermin  Street,  Stratton 

The  Paddock, 

Ermin  Street, 
Stratton 

Permanent 

25/5/53 

T.  H.  New, 

38  Newburgh  Road, 
Highworth 

Westrop  Larm 

Yard,  Highworth 

Permanent 

12/5/53 

Coopers  (Metals)  Ltd., 
Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton 

Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton  Road, 
Stratton 

Permanent 

12/5/53 

Coopers  (Swindon)  Ltd., 
Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton 

Marshgate  Works, 
Stratton  Road, 
Stratton 

Permanent 

13/5/53 

C.  Dibben, 

Badbury  Cottage, 
Chisledon 

Badbury  Cottage, 
Chisledon 

Permanent 

30/4/54 

J.  Wheeler, 

26  Swindon  Street, 
Highworth 

Swindon  Street, 
Highworth 

Permanent 

26/1/54 

Willie  Stevens, 

The  Caravan, 

The  Drove,  Badbury, 
Chisledon 

The  Drove, 
Badbury, 

C hisledon 

Non-Permanent 

26/1/54 

L.  Buckland, 

The  Caravan. 

The  Drove,  Badbury, 
Chisledon 

The  Drove, 
Badbury, 

Chisledon 

Non-Permanent 

20/5/54 

S.  Bint, 

29  Catherine  Street. 
Swindon 

29  Catherine  St., 
Swindon 

Permanent 

20/5/54 

N.  Doe,  The  Caravan, 
Wharf  Larm.  Stratton 

Wharf  Larm, 
Stratton 

Non-Permanent 

18/8/54 

J.  H.  Gorman,  The 
Caravan,  Rear  23 

Green  Road,  Stratton 

Rear  23  Green  Rd., 
Stratton 

16/6/54 

R.  J.  Coley  & Sons 
(Hounslow  Ltd.),  Slade 
Works,  Oxford  Road, 
Stratton 

Slade  Works, 
Oxford  Road, 
Stratton 

Permanent 

15/9/54 

Wessex  Metals  Ltd., 

8 Marlborough  Road, 
Wroughton 

8 Marlborough  Rd. 
Wroughton 

Permanent 
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RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RECORD  OF  LOCAL  AUTHORITY  CONTROL 
DURING  1954 


Property 

Inspections 

Infestn.  analysis 

and  visits 

Properties 

Rats 

Mice 

made 

treated 

Major 

Minor 

Council  houses 

Council  Sewage  Works. 

104 

27 

2 

16 

9 

Tips,  etc 

79 

13 

4 

6 

3 

Private  Dwellings 

362 

81 

10 

61 

10 

Business  Premises 

53 

11 

1 

10 

1 



Agricultural  Properties 

4 

1 

— 

TOTALS  

602 

133 

17 

94 

22 

5 Sewer  Systems  were  treated,  involving  93  manholes. 

During  1954  the  number  of  rodent  infestations  notified,  dis- 
covered and  treated  were  22%  more  than  in  1953.  However, 
analysis  shows  that  the  number  of  major  rat  infestations  were  nearly 
halved  and  this  must  surely  give  some  criteria  when  attempting 
to  assess  the  extent  of  the  rodent  population  throughout  the  district. 

Warfarin  has  continued  to  be  the  sole  rodenticide  in  use  and 
there  has  been  no  evidence  of  rodents  building  up  resistance  thereto. 


Vermin  and  Insects 

24  premises  were  treated  by  the  usual  insecticides  and  fumigants, 
for  the  following. 

Ants  3 Fleas  13  Wasp  Nests  5 

Cockroaches  1 Flies  1 Wood  Lice  1 

The  Council's  refuse  tip  at  Wroughton  was  treated  with 
Gammexane  periodically,  in  order  to  control  fly  and  cricket  in- 
festations. One  of  the  advantages  arising  from  the  wet  summer  was 
a pronounced  reduction  in  the  extent  of  insect  infestation  and  con- 
sequent saving  in  the  amount  of  insecticide. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


A weekly  collection  of  refuse  has  been  maintained  in  all  parts 
of  the  district  throughout  the  year,  despite  continuous  fluctuations 
in  the  number  of  stall’.  The  demand  for  labour  in  the  locality  is 
in  excess  of  the  supply  and  consequently,  it  is  only  to  be  expected 
that  unskilled  workers  will  gravitate  towards  employment  offering 
the  best  remuneration  in  conjunction  with  congenial  conditions. 
The  Municipal  refuse  service  cannot  be  said  to  satisfy  either  of 
these  requirements  and  thus,  failing  any  improvement  (an  unlikely 
possibility),  it  must  be  anticipated  that  1955  will  continue  to  demand 
ingenuity  on  the  part  of  the  administration  and  place  added  strain 
upon  the  operating  staff. 

Controlled  tipping  has  continued  at  Wroughton,  where  a con- 
siderable area  has  now  been  filled.  During  November  and  December 
a start  was  made  on  the  final  recovery  of  the  land  by  tipping  and 
bulldozing  soil  over  the  filled  area.  It  is  anticipated  that  by  mid- 
summer most  of  the  filled  area  will  be  completely  recovered. 

In  January,  a new  garage  at  Lower  Stratton  was  completed  and 
brought  into  use.  The  structure  is  fireproof,  contains  facilities  for 
cleaning  and  servicing  the  vehicles  and  frost  proof  plumbing,  whilst 
a tank  for  the  storage  of  Diesel  is  housed  nearby.  After  twelve 
months  use.  the  garage  can  be  said  to  be  very  satisfactory  and  much 
improved  when  compared  with  the  former  building. 

In  June  the  Council  contracted  to  collect  the  refuse  and  boiler 
ashes  from  the  R.A.F.  and  U.S.A.F.  Hospitals  at  Wroughton.  This 
additional  work  has  been  absorbed  into  the  former  collecting 
schedule  and  no  difficulties  have  arisen.  The  contract  provides  the 
Council  with  a very  satisfactory  revenue,  which  has  served  to 
counteract  the  rising  costs  of  the  service. 

Staff  engaged  on  refuse  collection 

Foreman,  2 drivers,  spare  driver,  6 loaders,  tipman. 


Vehicles 


Diesel.  1 Dennis  Paxit. 
Petrol.  1 Dennis  10  cu  yd. 


Acquired  24-8-1953 
Acquired  7-9-1948 
Acquired  31-5-1951 


1 Dennis  12  cu  yd. 


Number  of  Houses  in  District.  6,063. 

Size  of  District.  48.491  acres. 

Number  of  business  premises,  industrial  etc.  328. 
Refuse  Disposal.  One  controlled  tip  at  Wroughton. 
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Method  of  Collection.  Curbside  collected  weekly. 
Estimated  quantity  of  refuse  collected.  14,500  cu.  yds. 
Overall  cost  of  service.  £4,630. 

Cost  per  premise  per  annum.  14s.  6d. 


VEHICLE  WORKINGS 


Fuel 

Vehicle 

consump. 

Miies 

Fuel  cost 

Engine 

Mileage 

No.  of 

Fuel  cost 

per  gall. 

per  mile 

gals. 

Paxit 

Diesel 

9219 

853 

159 

10 

2 

10.8 

4. 15d. 

10  cu.  yd. 

Petrol 

10962 

1216 

227 

16 

1 

9.0 

5.0  d. 

12  cu.  yd. 

Petrol 

12380 

1897 

355 

1 1 

3 

6.5 

6.88d. 

SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

In  January,  the  Council  recommenced  the  salvage  of  waste 
paper  and  cardboard,  but  whereas  during  the  halcyon  period  it  was 
a proposition  to  bale  the  paper,  the  price  now  obtainable  together 
with  the  quantity  recovered  does  not  merit  the  employment  of  a 
man  to  bale.  In  consequence  Waste  Paper  is  sold  in  a mixed  unbaled 
condition  and  in  order  to  obviate  handling,  is  delivered  direct  from 
the  collecting  vehicle  to  the  dealer. 

The  recovery  of  Waste  Paper  has  brought  an  increase  in 
revenue  for  1954  when  compared  with  1953  and  the  salvage  scheme 
can  be  said  to  pay  for  the  maintenance  and  repair  of  the  Council's 
refuse  vehicles. 


Material 

It 

>54 

1953 

Weight 

T.  C.  0-  lbs. 

Value 
£ s. 

d. 

T. 

Weight 

C.  0-  lbs. 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Paper 

48  17  1 0 

166 

1 1 

9 

13 

11  2 14 

67  19  6 

Rags 

— 6 1 0 

4 

14 

3 

— 

10 

10  — 

Sacking 

1 3 2 21 

9 

9 

6 

— 

5 1 — 

3 3 — 

Ferrous  metal 

16  2 0 

4 

9 

2 

— 

16  3 — 

3 11  2 

Tins 

23  2 1 0 

90 

7 

0 

20 

7 

— 14  — 

TOTAFS 

74  15  3 21 

275 

1 1 

8 

35 

10  2 14 

166  15  8 
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SECTION  TWO. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 

Due  to  the  increase  in  meat  inspection  duties  and  the  fact 
that  one  of  my  Inspectors  was  absent  through  illness  for  three 
months  during  the  year,  it  was  not  possible  to  inspect  all  the  food 
premises  in  the  District,  although  every  ell'ort  will  be  made  to  rectify 
this  in  1955.  However,  I am  pleased  to  report  that  there  was  no 
notification  of  food-poisoning  within  the  district  and  as  reported 
previously  the  standard  of  food  premises  is  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PREMISES  UNDER  FOOD  & DRUGS 
ACT  1938.  SECTION  14. 

Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manufac- 
ture of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or 
preserved  food  - - - - 15 

Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of 

ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  prepacked 

ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

BAKEHOUSES 

There  are  1 1 bakehouses  in  use  in  the  District.  During  the  year 
one  small  bakehouse,  mentioned  in  my  1953  report  as  being 
structurally  unsatisfactory,  closed  down. 

Two  bakehouses  in  the  District  are  the  subject  of  informal  action 
to  improve  storage  facilities  and  cleanliness. 

BUTCHERS’  SHOPS 

There  are  9 butchers’  shops  in  the  District,  two  shops  closed 
during  the  year.  The  general  standard  of  cleanliness  is  satisfactory. 

Improvements  have  been  made  at  two  premises  during  1954. 

CAFES 

During  the  year  the  transport  cafe  at  Wroughton  closed.  There 
are  9 cafes  in  the  District  including  1 transport  cafe  which  was 
greatly  improved  during  1954. 

WORKS  CANTEENS,  HOSTELS  AND  SCHOOL  MEALS 
COOKING  DEPT. 

There  are  8 such  premises  in  the  District,  all  of  which  are  closely 
supervised  and  thoroughly  satisfactory. 
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SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  1933.  SECTION  3. 


The  number  of  slaughtermen  granted  licences  by  this  Authority 
was  twenty  eight  on  31st  December.  1954.  1 am  pleased  to  say  that 
there  were  no  complaints  in  respect  of  any  person  holding  such  a 
licence  during  the  year. 


ST.  MARGARETS  WILTSHIRE  BACON  FACTORY, 

STRATTON  ST  MARGARET. 

During  1954  a total  of  26.110  pigs  were  slaughtered  and 
inspected  at  St.  Margaret  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory.  This  was  a further 
considerable  increase  over  the  1953  total  of  15,627,  and  is  nearly 
double  the  1952  total  of  13.899.  Due  to  the  limited  space  available 
at  the  factory,  pigs  are  killed  in  batches  of  60  to  80.  the  pigs  are  then 
weighed,  graded  and  placed  into  the  refrigerated  rooms. 

In  order  to  meet  this  increase,  slaughtering  is  now  being  carried 
out  from  Monday  to  Thursday  inclusive  in  each  week,  with  a small 
number  being  slaughtered  on  Friday  morning. 

Each  animal  is  inspected  by  one  of  my  qualified  inspectors 
both  ante  mortem  and  post  mortem.  This  has  meant  that  the  amount 
of  time  spent  on  meat  inspection  has  doubled,  as  one  of  my  inspectors 
is  present  throughout  the  whole  of  the  time  that  slaughtering  is 
carried  out. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  we  have  received  excellent  co- 
operation from  the  Management  and  that  the  slaughtering  and 
dressing  of  animals  is  done  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

During  the  year  additional  machinery  has  been  installed  for 
scraping  the  pigs,  which  was  formerly  done  by  hand,  this  has  speeded 
up  the  process  considerably. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  commenced  on  the 
erection  of  a new  addition  to  give  increased  refrigerated  space  and 
a despatch  department.  When  this  work  is  completed,  it  will  be 
possible  for  the  pigs  to  be  placed  into  the  refrigerated  rooms  im- 
mediately after  dressing  and  weighing,  thereby  obviating  the  neces- 
sity to  kill  in  batches. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSE  AT  22,  HIGH  STREET,  HIGHWORTH 

Following  a successful  appeal  against  the  Council's  refusal  to 
grant  a licence  for  the  slaughtering  of  animals  at  the  above  premises, 
and  after  extensive  work  of  improvement  and  reconstruction  had 
been  carried  out,  slaughtering  recommenced  on  the  16th  December. 
1954. 
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Details  of  animals  slaughtered  up  to  31-12-54  are  given  below 
together  with  the  amount  of  meat  and  offal  found  on  inspection  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


Type  of  Animal  Slaughtered  Carcases  or  parts  condemned. 


Bullocks  Heifers  Swine  Sheep  ! Meat 

10  lbs. 

Offal 

Total 

10  | 3 7 12  1 Beef 

70  lbs. 

80  lbs. 

CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


1950 

Pigs 

1951 

Pigs 

1952 

Pigs 

1953 

Pigs 

1954 

Pigs 

No.  killed 

6463 

6901 

13899 

1 5627 

26110 

No.  inspected 

6463 

6901 

13899 

15627 

26110 

All  diseases  except  T.B. 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

1 

3 

11 

14 

36 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

739 

917 

2122 

1536 

3437 

Per  cent  of  no.  inspec- 
ted affected  with  dis- 
ease other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

11.4 

13.3 

15.3 

9.82 

13.3 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

4 

11 

25 

27 

36 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

230 

284 

667 

423 

716 

Per  cent  of  no.  inspec- 
ted affected  with  Tu- 
berculosis 

3.5 

4.2 

5.0 

2.9 

3.1 
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UNSOUND  FOOD  (Bacon  Factory) 


72  complete  carcases  & organs 

2,654 

pig  lungs 

848f  lbs.  part  carcases 

509 

„ hearts 

500  pigs  heads 

16 

„ spleens 

343  complete  plucks 

527 

„ guts 

622  pig  livers 

37 

„ flecks 

886  pig  kidneys 

3 

„ tenderloins 

In  addition  during  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  in- 
spected and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  surrender 
notes  issued  to  the  retailers  concerned. 


5 cwt.  53  lbs.  Pork 
4 lbs.  Cheese 

10  tins  Pork  luncheon  Meat. 

34  13/16  lbs. 

10  tins  Corned  Beef,  12  lbs. 

4.  2 pt.  tins  condensed  milk 
1 9 tins  Plums,  31  f lbs. 

60  cartons  Cheese  Spread,  10|  lb. 
1 tin  Beef  Steak  Casserole,  1 lb. 
3 tins  Cherries,  5 fibs. 


3f  lbs.  Butter 
1 tin  Tomato  Soup,  1 lb. 

5 tins  Peas,  6 lbs. 

1 tin  Pineapple  Pieces,  If  lb. 

4 tins  Minced  Meat  Loaf,  3 lbs. 
7 tins  Peeled  Tomatoes  6f  lbs. 

2 tins  Ham,  3J  lbs. 

1 Baked  Beans,  8 ozs. 

1,  2 Fluid  oz.  bottle  Welsh 
Rarebit. 


METHOD  OF  DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  FOODS 

All  carcases  and  offals  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consump- 
tion at  the  Bacon  Factory,  Stratton,  are  mutilated  and  dyed  with 
analine  dye  prior  to  disposal  to  a local  firm  where  it  is  processed. 
The  small  quantity  of  meat  inspected  at  butchers’  shops  and  found 
to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  is  returned  to  the  W.M.S.A. 
and  disposed  of  by  them. 

The  other  foodstuffs  are  collected  and  disposed  of  on  the 
Council’s  refuse  tip. 
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DETAILS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 
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Bakers  ... 

Butchers 

Cafes 

Transport  Cafes 
Chemists 

Wet  and  Fried  Fis 
Hostels 

General  Provisions 
Greengrocers  ... 
School  Meals  Coof 
Dept. 

Sweets,  Confection 
and  Icecream 
Works  Canteens 

Total 
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SECTION  THREE. 


HOUSING 

HOUSING  ACTS  1936/1954 

During  the  year  a considerable  amount  of  work  was  com- 
pleted dealing  with  the  problem  of  substandard  houses  and  64 
properties  were  represented  as  being  unlit  for  human  habitation  and 
not  capable,  at  reasonable  expense,  of  being  rendered  so  lit.  Even 
at  this  rate  it  would  take  nearly  ten  years  to  deal  with  the  problem. 
Our  elforts  are  being  hampered  by  the  fact  that  there  are  not  suffi- 
cient houses  available  to  rehouse  the  occupants  of  these  houses, 
consequently  17  families  in  houses  subject  to  demolition  orders 
awaited  rehousing  at  the  end  of  the  year  and  where  undertakings 
have  been  accepted  in  respect  of  other  houses  it  is  often  difficult 
for  the  owners  to  proceed  with  extensive  repairs  or  conversions  unless 
alternative  accommodation  is  found  for  the  occupants. 

The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954  came  into  force  on 
1st  July,  1954.  This  Act  requires  the  Local  Authority  to  survey 
the  houses  in  the  district  and  to  submit  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  details  of  houses  which  appear  to  the 
authority  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

The  Act  also  stipulates  the  considerations  to  be  taken  into 
account  in  deciding  whether  or  not  a house  is  unfit  for  human 
habitation.  By  amending  the  Housing  Act,  1949  property  owners 
now  have  greater  inducement  to  apply  for  improvement  grants  to 
modernise  existing  houses,  and  the  response  in  this  district  has  been 
most  heartening. 

I am  pleased  to  report  that  work  has  commenced  on  the  survey 
and  a summary  is  included  later  in  my  report. 


HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1954. 

1.  Number  of  New  Houses  and  Flats  erected  during  the  year 

By  Local  Authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  96 

By  Private  Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

2.  Inspection  of  Dwellings  during  the  year 

Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health  Acts  210 
Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  ...  57 

Number  of  dwellings  found  so  dangerous  or  injurious 

to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  52 

Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  142 
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3.  Remedy  of  defects  by  Informal  Action 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  lit  in  consequence  of 

Informal  Action  ...  ...  ...  93 

4.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  (Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts) 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Section  9,  10  and  16  of  Housing 
Acts  1936. 

Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ...  1 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 


By  owners  ...  ...  ...  •••  None 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts 
Number  of  dwellings  in  respect  of  which  formal  notices 

were  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices: — 

By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  None 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Section  1 1 and  1 3 Housing 

Act,  1936 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  22 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  as  result  of  Demolition 

Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Number  of  undertakings  accepted  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  undertakings  completed  ...  ...  None 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  25  and  26  Housing 

Act  1936 

Number  of  houses  under  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Number  of  Houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 

Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  None 

(e)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  Housing  Act  1936. 
Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made  ...  None 
Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms 
in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  cancelled, 
as  result  of  premises  having  been  made  fit  ...  None 
Local  Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953 

Closing  Orders  made  under  Section  10  (1)  ...  3 

5.  Housing  Act  1936.  Part  iv.  Overcrowding 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowded  dwellings  at  end  of  year  2 

Number  of  cases  discovered  during  year  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  cases  abated  during  year  ...  ...  5 
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Number  of  houses  va- 

cant awaiting  demo- 
lition 

Number  of  houses  sub- 

ject to  D.O.’s  and 
C.O.’s  awaiting  re- 

housing of  occupants 

Number  of  houses  de- 

molished 

Number  of  undertak- 

ings cleared 

Number  of  undertak- 

ings accepted 

Number  of  above 

houses  let  on  licence 

Number  of  Closing 

Orders  made 

Number  of  Demolition 

Orders  made  includ- 

ing those  made  in 
default  of  undertaking 

No.  of  houses  represen- 
ted under  Sect.  1 1 
Housing  Act,  1936  ... 

31.12.54 

31.12.54 

1954 

1945/53 

1954 

1945/53 

1954 

1945/53 

31.12.54 

1954 

1954 

1945/53 

1954 

1945/53 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

to 

Bishopstone 

- 

CO 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

c/t 

1 

- 

1 

CO 

Blunsdon 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

- 

1 

Castle  Eaton 

i 

'-J 

CO 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

00 

00 

Chisledon 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

[ 

1 

1 

Hannington 

1 

1 

1 

co 

I 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

-u 

Hay  don  Wick 

CO 

-U 

to 

1 

1 

c* 

to 

1 

co 

00 

00 

VO 

Highworth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

- 

1 

1 

Inglesham 

- 

1 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

Liddington 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

>— » 

1 

l 

- 

1 

South  Marston 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Stanton 

Fitzwarrcn 

to 

tO 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

to 

1 

1 

1 

CO 

C/l 

Stratton 

St.  Margaret 

1 

1 

1 

1 

i 

1 

M 

1 

1 

CO 

1 

CO 

Wanborough 

u» 

"i 

oo 

1 

- 

VO 

to 

1 

1 

vo 

vyt 

- 

00 

Wroughton 

O 

co 

to 

On 

1 

- 

to 

VO 

-4 

co 

to 

to 

O 

ON 

CO 

G* 

'O 

Totals 

co 

VO 

- 

co 

Ov 

to 

to 

O 

Grand  Totals 
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HOUSING  SURVEY  (HOUSING  REPAIRS  AND  RENTS 

ACT  1954.) 

Summary  of  Houses  Inspected  in  1954. 


Category  1 

(Fit  in  all  respects)  ... 

1032 

Category  2 

(Minor  Defects) 

277 

Category  3 

(Unlit  Sec.  9) 

456 

Category  4 

(Suitable  for  Housing  (R.W.) 

Acts  or  acquisition 

26 

Category  5 

(UnfitSec.il) 

231 

TOTAL  INSPECTED  

2022 

Summary  of  Sanitary  Defects 


No  Piped  Water  Supply 

No 

Brook 

Hand 

sewer 

No 

Parish 

Spring 

Pump 

Well 

None 

Wind- 

Flush 

in 

Sink 

mill 

Closet 

village 

Bishopstone 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

None 

31 

Chisledon 

3 

1 

11 

2 

1 

I 

2 

54 

Liddington 

— 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

None 

16 

Wanborough 

1 

2 

4 

i 

— 

— 

— 

None 

30 

Wroughton 

1 

i 

5 

i 

1 

— 

51 

58 

TOTALS 

5 

5 

26 

4 

2 

1 

54 

— 

189 

Parish 

Number  of  Houses  supplied  from  Standtaps 

In 

Garden 

Communal  S.T. 
in  Garden 

Communal  S.T. 
in  Road 

In 

out- 

building 

Taps 

Houses 

Taps 

Houses 

Bishopstone 

8 

5 

11 

1 

3 

7 

Chisledon 

3 

10 

30 

1 

1 

8 

Liddington 

1 

1 

2 

3 

11 

— 

Wanborough 

3 

5 

10 

1 

1 

3 

Wroughton 

7 

1 

4 

2 

8 

— 

TOTALS 

22 

24 

59 

8 

24 

18 
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Percentages 

Category  5 ...  11% 

No  Sinks  ...  9% 

Hand  flushed  closets  2.6% 


Council  Owned  Standtaps 

The  Green 
Brewery  Street 
Sheep  Street 
Cherry  Orchard 
Eastrop 
Hampton 

Priors  Hill 
Church  Hill 

Strouds  Hill 

The  Bell 
The  Street  (2) 

Church  Road 

Church  Farm  Cotts. 
The  School 

Burycroft 
High  Street 

Red  Lion 
School 
The  Street 
Back  Lane 

Blunsdon  Hill 
Hunts  Hill 


Category  3 ...  15% 

Standtaps  ...  6% 

No  piped  water  ...  2.1% 


Highworth. 


Wroughton. 

Chisledon. 

1 

Liddington. 

J 

\ Hinton. 


Wanborough. 

' Castle  Eaton. 


Blunsdon. 


Parts  of  Parishes  surveyed  where  no  sewers  are  available: — 


Wanborough. 

Bakers  Road,  Wroughton. 
Greens  Lane,  Wroughton 
Elcombe 
Bassett  Down. 

W.C.C.  Small  Holding. 
Coate. 


Burderop. 

Plough  Hill,  Chisledon. 
Badbury. 

Hodson. 

Hinton. 

Bishopstone 
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COUNCIL  OWNED  PROPERTY 

1.  Total  No.  of  Pre-war  houses  owned  by  H.R.D.C.  ...  509 

2.  Total  No.  of  houses  owned  or  administered  by  Council, 

31-12-54  ...  ...  1733 


TYPES  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  H.R.D.C.  31-12-54 


Traditional. 

Pre-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

Wartime  Agricultural  ...  ...  8 

Post-war  houses  ...  ...  ...  149 

Post-war  flats  ...  ...  ...  24 

Gregory  flats  ...  ...  ...  8 

Experimental  houses  (Chick)  ...  ...  6 

677 

Non-traditional. 

Reema  houses  ...  ...  ...  168 

Reema  flats  ...  ...  ...  32 

Woolaway  houses  ...  ...  ...  76 

Cornish  Unit  houses  ...  ...  ...  114 

Cornish  Unit  flats  ...  ...  ...  48 

Airey  houses  ...  ...  ...  156 

Swedish  Timber  houses  ...  ...  8 

602 


Bungalows. 

Originally  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Aircraft 


Production  ...  ...  ...  378 

Old  Age  Bungalows. 

Pre-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Post-war  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

53 

Miscellaneous  Properties. 

Staff  houses  and  flats  ...  ...  11 

Hutments  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Site  houses  ...  ...  ...  4 

Requisitioned  houses  ...  ...  2 

23 


TOTAL  1733 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Council  817 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Private 

Enterprise  ...  ...  ...  215 

TOTAL  1032 


POST-WAR  HOUSES.  NUMBER  COMPLETED  YEARLY. 


Council 

Total 

Year 

Private 

Enter- 

prise 

Traditional 

Non-Tn 

iditional 

For 

industry 

Council 

applic. 

For 

industry 

Council 

applic. 

1946 

15 



6 



8 

29 

1947 

13 

— 

27 

— 

— 

40 

1948 

9 

— 

37 

— 

46 

92 

1949 

11 

— 

8 

— 

96 

115 

1950 

9 

— 

18 

— 

54 

81 

1951 

7 

2 

19 

16 

66 

110 

1952 

23 

5 

17 

34 

71 

150 

1953 

31 

7 

23 

41 

120 

222 

1954 

97 

12 

16 

52 

16 

193 

Total 

215 

26 

171 

143 

477 

1032 

Number  of  houses  under  construction  by  the  Council  at 
December  31st,  1954. 

TRADITIONAL— 14.  NON-TRADITION  AL — 37. 
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TYPES  OF  POST-WAR  HOUSES  BUILT  IN  EACH  YEAR. 
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NUMBER  & TYPES  OF  POST-WAR  HOUSES 
ERECTED  IN  EACH  PARISH 


Parish 

Population 

Traditional 

Non- 

Traditional 

Ratio  to 
population 

Bishopstone 

630 

4 

2 

1 to  105 

Blunsdon  St.  Andrew  ... 

1115 

6 

8 

1 to  80 

Chisledon  

2150 

40 

38 

1 to  27 

Castle  Eaton  

235 

— 

4 

1 to  59 

Hannington  

245 

— 

12 

1 to  20 

Highworth 

3510 

26 

168 

1 to  25 

Haydon  Wick  ... 

1220 

16 

18 

1 to  36 

Inglesham  

150 

6 

— 

1 to  25 

Liddington 

360 

4 

— 

1 to  90 

Stanton  Fitzwarren 

170 

— 

12 

1 to  14 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  ... 

7590 

43 

148 

1 to  40 

South  Marston 

505 

10 

40 

1 to  10 

Wanborough 

1210 

8 

28 

1 to  34 

Wroughton 

3150 

48 

128 

1 to  18 

Total  

21460 

211 

606 

1 to  26 

TOTAU  HOUSES  OWNED  OR  CONTROLUED 
BY  THE  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Pre-war  houses 

509 

War-time  houses,  bungalows  etc. 

407 

Post-war  houses 

817 

1733 
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TYPE  OF  ACCOMMODATION  USED  BY  APPLICANTS 


Year 

Huts 

Rooms 

Houses 

Caravans 

Flats 

Total 

December  31st,  1954 

7 

135 

201 

8 

8 

359 

Percentage  of  total 

2.1% 

37.6% 

55.9% 

2.2% 

2.2% 

December  31st,  1953 

7 

152 

171 

5 

3 

338 

Percentage  of  total 

2.0% 

44.9% 

50.6% 

1.5% 

1 °4 

December  31st,  1952 

12 

235 

227 

10 

12 

496 

Percentage  of  total 

2.4% 

47.4% 

45.7% 

2.0% 

2.4% 

December  31st,  1951 

36 

191 

226 

8 

14 

475 

Percentage  of  total 

7.6% 

40.3% 

47.6% 

1.7% 

2.8% 

FAMILY  DETAILS 


Percent. 

of 

No.  applicants 

applicants 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1952 

1953 

1954 

Single  persons 

8 

12 

8 

1.6% 

3.8% 

2.2% 

Married 

couples 

160 

108 

105 

32.3% 

32.0% 

29.1% 

»* 

with 

1 

child 

146 

100 

111 

29.4% 

29.3% 

20.6% 

30.9% 

1 1 

»» 

»» 

2 

children 

122 

70 

80 

24.6% 

22.3% 

*» 

»» 

»» 

3 

children 

40 

26 

34 

8.0% 

7.3% 

9.5% 

»> 

99 

99 

4 

or  more 

20 

22 

21 

4.1% 

7.0% 

6.0% 
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STATISTICAL  HOUSING  DETAILS  FOR  ALL  PARISHES,  31.1254. 

I No.  of  pre-war  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  5091 
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Number  of 
Applicants 


